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Speech of the Bavarian State Secretary of 
Education, Mr. Bernd Sibler, on the occasion of 
the award show Prix Jeunesse International 
2012 on June 6th, Carl-Orff-Saal, Gasteig, 
Munich 
 

 
I. Welcome: Young people and TV viewing 

 

– Ladies and Gentlemen – 

 

It just takes a remote control and one quick press 

of a button to welcome a world of reality or fantasy 

into our homes. Welcome to the world of television! 

 

Children and young people are particularly 

fascinated by today’s TV-world:  

► Entertainment, variety, excitement and 

adventure on TV are about as important to 

them as the countless insights into the fountain 

of knowledge this world has to offer.   

► Young people invariably look to find role 

models on television, they soak up any 

information they are offered or simply watch 

TV for the lack of something better to do. 

► Watching television can be relaxing and 

entertaining for children and young people, but 
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at the same time, it can also make them feel 

restless or frightened. 

I believe that we all are fully aware of the 

increasingly significant impact the media has on 

the lives of children: German kids spend an 

average of 91 minutes a day watching 

television!  

 

II. Honouring the Prix Jeunesse International 

 

As a matter of fact, more than one and a half hours 

is one great part of the day spent in front of the TV. 

Therefore, it is of utmost importance that we offer 

high quality programmes to young audiences. 

 

In awarding the Prix Jeunesse International, the 

Free State of Bavaria proudly offers a platform 

which aims to  

► improve children’s television habits around the 

world and 

► give young television audiences worldwide 

access to media custom-made to their specific 

needs and interests. 
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The Prix Jeunesse challenges us to offer children 

contents,  

► which provide a sense of identity,  

► promote their natural curiosity about the world 

around them as well as  

► tolerance towards cultural diversity. 

Given the huge impact of the media on today’s 

children, these are all values which have never 

before been more important than they are today. 

 

The Prix Jeunesse International, the most 

prestigious of awards for high quality TV 

programmes for children and young people from 

around the globe, is now celebrating its 25th 

anniversary.  

And for the 25th time, the Free State of Bavaria 

and its capital Munich are proud to be right in 

the centre of various discussions and talks 

about the creation of outstanding television 

programmes for children.  
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III. Honouring the participants‘ efforts and 
commitment 

 

– Ladies and Gentlemen – 

 

You have had a busy and exciting week full of 

interesting and inspiring moments:  

► You have gathered here from 70 different 

countries. 

► Together, you have watched, discussed and 

evaluated TV programmes. 

► Doing all this, you had a great opportunity to 

gather knowledge, increase insight and learn 

from each other. 

 

I sincerely hope that you have been able to gather 

a wide array of fresh ideas and new information 

which will help to guide you along your path and 

allow you to continue to provide exceptional 

media for children and young people.  

 

And all of this is in the spirit of this year’s Prix 

Jeunesse International’s motto: “Watch, Learn 

and Grow with Children’s TV”. 
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IV. Transition to award ceremony and final 
words 

 

The moment has come now to celebrate the 

very best!  

With this in mind I wish you –  

► an exciting evening  

► and the best of luck for your efforts to further 

provide outstanding television programmes 

to the most valuable and precious audience 

of all – our children! 
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Best wishes 


