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I warmly welcome you to tonight’s reception!  

The Indo-German Business Forum is an 

excellent opportunity  

 for exchange  

 and discussion. 

It is a great honor and pleasure for me  

 to meet you  

 and to spend this evening with you. 

7.5 hours – that’s how long it takes to fly 

nonstop between Munich and New Delhi.  

But actually, India is much closer to Bavaria. 

When you walk down the streets of Munich, 

it does not take long to run into a little piece 

of India: 
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 From my office, I only have to walk 

across the street to find an Indian res-

taurant.  

 You see advertisements for yoga 

courses or Bollywood film posters. 

 And you encounter Indian tourists, busi-

ness people and students. 

As Bavarian State Minister of Education, 

Science and the Arts I am delighted to see 

that more and more Indians are interested 

in our country. They are very welcome here. 

A lot of Germans are fascinated by the Indi-

an history, culture and traditions. Here in Ba-

varia, this fascination goes back a long way: 

 The Indology departments at the Lud-

wig-Maximilians-University in Munich  

 and at the University in Würzburg  

were founded almost 200 years ago.  

Students can still study the culture of India 

there. 
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The relations between Germany and India 

are successful and strong. 

Currently, there are  

 more than 400 cooperations between 

German and Indian universities  

 and five German universities as well as 

many research organizations have rep-

resentative offices in India. 

Moreover, India is one of five locations 

worldwide where you can find a German 

House for Research and Innovation. 

Among its fifteen member organizations, 

there are three institutions from Bavaria: 

 Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft,  

 the Technical University of Munich 

 and the Bavaria Indian Center for 

Business and University Coopera-

tion. 

As you all know, the state of Bavaria 

 has had close contacts with India for a 

long time  
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 and our economic and academic rela-

tions are still growing. 

Over 500 years ago the Fugger trading 

family from the Bavarian city of Augsburg 

co-financed ships sailing to India. So, they 

helped opening up the trade route between 

Germany and India. 

Today India is one of Bavaria’s most valua-

ble trading partners in Asia. More than 

1.000 Bavarian companies have economic 

ties to India – including 

 large corporations like BMW, Siemens 

and Infineon 

 as well as SMEs like EMUGE, Kaeser 

or Brose. 

To enforce business relations, Bavaria set up 

a branch office of Invest in Bavaria in Ban-

galore in 2001. 

And in 2007, we started the first partnership 

between a German and an Indian state, par-

ticularly to enhance cooperation in technol-

ogy, research, industry and other areas. 
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This year, Bavaria and Karnataka  

 look back on 10 years of good partner-

ship 

 and this promising relationship is still 

growing stronger. 

Bavaria is one of the first-rate European 

locations in  

 science, 

 research 

 and innovation. 

Our universities and universities of applied 

sciences have a strong international ap-

proach –  

 with regard to their study programs 

 as well as their research activities. 

The partnerships of Bavarian and Indian 

universities have more than doubled in the 

last decade. 

Let me mention just a few examples: 
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Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-

Nuernberg cooperates with the Indian Insti-

tute of Technology Delhi. 

Julius-Maximilians-University Würzburg 

and the Jawaharlal-Nehru-University work 

closely together. 

Hof University of Applied Sciences 

 also has a strong focus on India 

 and offers a unique German-Indian 

study program. 

And the Technical University of Munich 

 established its own office at the Indo-

German Chamber of Commerce in 

Mumbai 

 in order to support academic ex-

change. 

A society can only be fit for the future if it 

invests in the education and training of its 

young people. 
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Currently, more than 1,600 Indian students 

study in Bavaria. 

They are 

 the second largest group of foreign 

students at universities of applied sci-

ences 

 and the fifth largest group at research 

universities – a figure that has risen by 

more than 400 percent in the last ten 

years. 

We also 

 encourage Bavarian students to go to 

India 

 and support them with several funding 

schemes. 

Even at school level, various student ex-

change programs between India and Bavaria 

 build bridges 

 and enable students to get to know 

each other’s culture. 

These current developments are multifacet-

ed and promising. However, we are con-
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stantly trying to expand and intensify these 

relations even more. 

That’s why we have set up the Bavarian In-

dian Center for Business and University 

Cooperation – since 2013 also with a 

branch office in Bangalore. 

This center 

 successfully promotes cooperation 

among universities 

 and it helps to establish new ties be-

tween business and science. 

The growing number of applications for Indo-

Bavarian research projects at the Bavarian 

Research Alliance also indicates that there is 

still a lot of potential 

 for further cooperation 

 and for trailblazing academic endeav-

ors. 

The State Emblem of India depicts four li-

ons standing back to back. Lions also play 
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an important role in the Bavarian coat of 

arms. 

The courage, confidence and strength that 

these lions symbolize are certainly valuable 

companions on the path of our two coun-

tries to a good and prosperous future. 

I would like to wish us all 

 a nice evening 

 with interesting talks and encounters! 


