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Countess Bettina! 

Thank you for your warm welcome here at 

Lake Constance. 

 

Distinguished Nobel Laureates, 

distinguished young researchers, 

ladies and gentlemen! 

 

Welcome to Lindau!  

 

Today, we count the 67th Nobel Laureate 

Meeting here in Lindau – with  

 an impressive number of 30 laureates  

 and more than 400 young scientists  

 from nearly 80 countries. 

 

Since 1951, the Nobel Laureate Meeting has 

become a unique international forum for sci-

entific exchange. 
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The origin of this event goes back to the ini-

tiative of  

 the physicians Dr. Franz Karl Hein and 

Dr. Gustav Wilhelm Parade  

 as well as to Count Lennart Berna-

dotte. 

 

They were convinced that this get-together 

would enhance  

 scientific progress  

 and international understanding.  

 

Now, excellent scientists from different 

generations, cultures and disciplines gather 

here in Lindau every year –  

 to exchange ideas 

 and to network with fellow scientists 

from all over the world. 

 

As you have seen in our film about this 

evening’s host, the Elite Network of Bavar-

ia: 

 Connecting  

 and fostering  
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the scientific elite of tomorrow is an im-

portant objective for us. 

 

With this initiative, we invite young talents 

from all over the world to study and re-

search in Bavaria.  

 

The Elite Network offers  

 top-class academic education  

 and the best possible support for stu-

dents as well as post-grads, PhD-

students and Postdocs.  

 

Its programs are characterized  

 by their strong international orienta-

tion,  

 and by the involvement of strong in-

ternational partners.  

 

In addition, all programs are embedded in 

the excellent network that the Bavarian sci-

entific institutions provide:  
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 Nine state universities,  

 seventeen state universities of ap-

plied sciences 

 as well as many non-university re-

search institutions 

offer outstanding opportunities for highly 

qualified international scientists like you. 

 

Bavaria is considered one of the strongest 

regions in Europe – in terms of 

 economy 

 technology 

 and quality of life. 

 

The secret of this success lies in a combina-

tion of 

 a high willingness to innovate 

 and a strong sense of tradition. 

 

The familiar image of “laptop and leather 

pants” illustrates this symbiosis perfectly. 

 

Bavaria is a wonderful place to live and 

work. Therefore, I would like to encourage 
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you to find out more about the Bavarian way 

of life. 

 

Today’s Nobel Laureate, who has his scien-

tific roots in Bavaria, has already done so:  

 

Professor Michel! 

 

Thank you very much for being here tonight! 

 

In 1988, Hartmut Michel received the Nobel 

Prize jointly with Johann Deisenhofer and 

Robert Huber. 

 

 After studying Biochemistry in Tübing-

en,  

 he continued his scientific career at the 

University of Würzburg, receiving his 

doctorate in 1977 and receiving his ha-

bilitation in 1986 at the University of 

Munich. 

 Since 1987 he is the director of the Mo-

lecular Membrane Biology department 
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at the Max Planck Institute for Biophys-

ics in Frankfurt. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen! 

 

That Professor Michel is here today and 

hosts the student presentations illustrates 

the main focus of the Lindau Nobel Laure-

ate Meetings. 

 

Here at Lake Constance, the world’s most 

brilliant researchers come together:  

The best scientists of today and tomorrow 

meet and inspire each other. 

 

At the moment, the Elite Network supports 

more than 8.000 members and alumni. 

You will get to know two of them tonight. 

 

 Jenny Pottbäcker is a PhD-student in 

Chemical Engineering at the Technical 

University of Munich.  
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 Rebecca Grünbauer is a PhD-student 

in Organometallic Chemistry at the Uni-

versity of Regensburg.  

 

Both participated in the Max-Weber-

Program of the State of Bavaria. 

 

I’m looking forward to hearing about their 

research.  

 

But first I would like to announce Professor 

Michel’s statement about Bavaria. 

 

I wish all of you a great evening! 


