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Dear Chinese friends of Bavaria and of Bavar-

ian Universities, 

Dear Alumni, 

Dear Presidents, 

Ladies and gentlemen! 

 

I am happy to welcome you to this special Ba-

varian evening at the Kempinski Hotel in Bei-

jing. 

We want to honour the friends and partners of 

Bavarian universities with this dinner. 

We thank you all for coming here this even-

ing! 

 

The first day of our visit in Beijing is coming to 

an end. And this is the best possible way to 

spend this evening: together with 

 Chinese friends of Bavarian universities 

 and our partners. 
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We have come to China to form new partner-

ships in the field of  

 university cooperation  

 and scientific exchange. 

 

During the day, we have had  

 interesting experiences  

 and fruitful conversations.  

We have made many new contacts. 

 

We have visited  

 the China Scholarship Council  

 and the Sino-German Center for Sci-

ence Promotion. 

 

Both institutions have accomplished much re-

garding the Bavarian-Sino science relation. 

The China Scholarship Council has given  

 many scholarships to Chinese PhD stu-

dents in Bavaria 

 and also to Bavarian students studying in 

China. 
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The Sino-German Center for Science Promo-

tion has financed many joint research pro-

jects. 

 

China and Bavaria have been strong partners 

for many years: 

The first political and trading contacts go back 

to the early 1970s. 

In 1975 a Bavarian politician, Minister-

President Franz Josef Strauß was welcomed 

as the first west German politician 

 by Chairman Mao Zhedong  

 and Minister-President Zhou En Lai. 

 

But as a matter of fact, our partnership goes 

back even further: 

The exchange between our countries started 

400 years ago – on a political, economic and 

cultural level. 

This shows: Bavarians have always felt “at 

home in the world”. 

 

China has  

 a great history  
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 and a great culture. 

 

Bavarian history and culture is also very im-

portant to us. 

 

In 2014 the Chinese Minister-President Li 

Keqiang and the Bavarian Minister-President 

Horst Seehofer decided in a meeting, to 

strengthen the cooperation between China 

and Bavaria  

 not only in the field of economic, 

 but also in the field of cultural coopera-

tion. 

 

Bavaria and China have established cultural 

exchange in many areas. 

Bavarian and Chinese museums work closely 

together. There are many special exhibitions 

about Chinese culture in Bavaria. 

 

Also in the field of sports, China and Bavaria 

have a close relationship: What immediately 

comes to mind is the China-trip of the FC Bay-
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ern this summer. This proves how important 

Bavarian “Fussball” is  

 not only to Bavarians  

 but also to Chinese fans. 

 

For more than thirty years now, Bavaria has 

been China’s most important trading partner 

in the European Union.  

In return, China is our strongest trading partner 

in Asia. 

We also have strong links in the field of  

 science  

 and research. 

 

There are 150 partnerships between Chinese 

and Bavarian universities. Their number is in-

creasing from year to year. 

 

Chinese students are the largest group of 

foreign students in Bavaria: numbering about 

3.700 students this year. 

Chinese students are warmly welcomed to 

Bavaria:  

 they study hard and with success,  
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 they have a very good reputation. 

Many of them are PhD students. 

 

I welcome especially the Chinese Alumni of 

Bavarian universities this evening. 

Many of them now have outstanding posi-

tions in the Chinese economy and in the state 

administration. 

 

Dear Alumni! 

You are very important to us: you are the am-

bassadors of the Bavarian Universities in Chi-

na! 

 

Tonight we will all have a wonderful dinner 

together. I would kindly ask you not to stay 

seated after dinner  

 but to walk around  

 and to contact the representatives of 

the Bavarian delagation you are interest-

ed in. 

 

We have come to China with a delegation of 

12 Presidents and Vice Presidents of some 
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of the best Bavarian universities and universi-

ties of applied sciences. 

 

To facilitate your contact I would like to ask our 

Presidents to get up so you can see at which 

table they are seated. So you can contact 

them more easily: 

 

Frau Prof. Dr. Ute Ambrosius 

President of the University of Applied Scienes 

Ansbach 

 

Frau Prof. Dr. Christiane Fritze 

Vize President of the University of Applied Sci-

ences Munich 

 

Herr Prof. Dr. Thomas Fuhrmann 

Vize President of the University of Applied Sci-

ences Regensburg  

 

Herr Prof. Dr. Robert Grebner 

President of the University of Applied Sciences 

Würzburg-Schweinfurt 
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Herr Prof. Dr. Karl Stoffel 

President of the University of Applied Sciences 

Landshut 

 

Frau Prof. Dr. Gariele Gien 

President of Catholic University Eichstätt-

Ingolstadt 

 

Herr Prof. Dr. Udo Hebel 

President of the University of Regensburg 

 

Herr Prof. Dr. Burkhard Freitag 

President of the University of Passau 

 

Herr Prof. Dr. Stefan Leible 

President of the University of Bayreuth 

 

Herr Prof. Dr. Günter Leugering  

Vize President of the University of Erlangen-

Nürnberg  

 

Frau Prof. Dr. Liqiu Meng  

Former Vize President of the Technical Uni-

versity of Munich 
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Prof. Dr. Godehard Ruppert  

President of the University of Bamberg  

 

And last but not least I would like to introduce 

you to 2 members of the Bavarian Parlia-

ment, who have a leading position for their re-

spective parties in the field of cultural and uni-

versity affairs: 

 

 Member of paliament Oliver Jörg 

 

 Member of paliament Isabell Zacharias 

 

The Free State of Bavaria is strongly encour-

aging the co-operation between Chinese and 

Bavarian universities. 

So we have defined China as one of our most 

important strategic partner regions in the 

world in the fields of academic and scientific 

cooperation.  

 

This is the reason why the Free State of Ba-

varia has founded the Bavarian University 

Centre for China with a Liaison Office here in 
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Beijing. It should be your first address if you 

want help to establish a relationship with a Ba-

varian university. 

 

I would like to ask the Manager Mr. Philipp 

Dengel and his team to stand up right now. 

Mr. Dengel, thank you for your successful 

work!  

 

You can contact Mr. Dengel and his team any 

time this evening! 

 

I am sure:  

In politics, economy and in science, our part-

nership holds powerful opportunities for both 

sides. 

 

I now wish you  

 a pleasant evening  

 and good conversation.  

 

It is a great pleasure to spend this evening 

with you.  
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Enjoy your meal! 

 

I hope to see you in Bavaria soon!  

 

Thank you again. Xie Xie. 


