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Opening Remarks of the Bavarian State Secretary of Edu-
cation, Science and the Arts, Bernd Sibler, at the state re-
ception for the 23rd Limes Congress 2015 on 16 September 
2015 in Ingolstadt

 

Professor Breeze, 

Professor Sommer, 

Limes researchers from all over the world, 

sehr geehrter Herr Oberbürgermeister, 

meine Damen Abgeordneten, 

meine Damen und Herren! 

 

On behalf of Prime Minister Horst Seehofer 

and Science Minister Dr. Ludwig Spaenle 

I would like to welcome you  

 to the Twenty-third International Limes 

Congress 

 and to this state reception. 

 

I am very happy that you have chosen Bavaria 

and Ingolstadt for this “World Congress”.  

We are proud to host archaeologists and his-

torians  

 from over thirty countries  
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 and from all five continents.  

This clearly demonstrates the importance of 

your subject.  

Ingolstadt and the Technische Hochschule  

are an excellent venue  

 for your presentations  

 and for the exchange of knowledge and 

ideas. 

 
But your questions and discussions are not 

only relevant for archaeologists and histori-

ans.  

 

In light of the many refugees coming to Eu-

rope,  

 knowledge about people moving and be-

ing moved in Roman times  

 may put our present situation into per-

spective.  

 

This may help us understand  

 why people seek their fortune far away 

from their home  
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 and how they can organize a new life in a 

new country. 

 

The Limes is one of the most important ar-

chaeological monuments in Germany.  

 

After the Roman Frontier in Germany became 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2005, the 

Bavarian Parliament established a special pro-

gramme to support  

 research,  

 presentation  

 and conservation.  

 

This has allowed the commissioning of  

 a detailed airborne laser scan of the en-

tire length of the Limes in Bavaria,  

 which has resulted in a wealth of new 

knowledge and understanding.  

We have also created a new position for the 

Limes coordination. 
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In addition to this, the federal government 

has provided considerable funding to support 

German World Heritage Sites.  

 The installation at the east gate of 

Pförring  

 and the LIMESEUM in Ruffenhofen  

are examples of projects realized with this 

support.  

 

 LEADER-Plus-programmes  

 and their successors  

also played an important role.  

Bavarian Limes sites  

 are now visible and accessible 

 and function as a living testimony of our 

roots and culture.  

 

This has required a substantial contribution by 

the local communities.  

And I am convinced:  

These discussions before, during and after the 

projects have helped the communities identify 

with the Roman Frontier in Bavaria.  
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You saw some of the results yesterday on the 

first day of your excursions. In the following 

days you will be able to gain even more in-

sight. 

 

At the present time, we are in the middle of in-

tense discussions with our partners in Austria 

concerning a nomination of the “Danube Limes 

in Austria and Bavaria”.  

 The riverine frontier here,  

 further down the Danube  

 as well as on the Rhine  

will add new and important dimensions to 

the Frontiers of the Roman Empire World Her-

itage Site.  

Soon, we will sign a memorandum of under-

standing to establish this partnership.  

I – personally – am very interested in these 

consultations, as I live in that particular area of 

the Danube. 

 

The Free State of Bavaria and my ministry en-

sure and support the conservation  

 of the Upper German-Raetian Limes  
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 and the other World Heritage Sites in 

Bavaria,  

 as well as the 112,000 architectural 

monuments  

 and the 49,000 known elements of our 

archaeological heritage.  

 

 The Bavarian State Conservation Office 

with its excellent staff,  

 the communities with their monument 

protection agencies  

 and strong financial support  

ensure that our gorgeous Bavarian countryside 

and its ancient cultural remnants remain intact.  

Now we can present you with beautiful and 

memorable impressions on your visits.  

 

At this point, we must not forget the significant 

work of the German Limes Commission, 

which provides valuable support. 

 

I am glad that you all came  

 to see the work we have done on the Li-

mes,  
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 to discuss your examples of best practice  

 and to exchange ideas. 

 

Once again,  

 please feel welcome here in Bavaria  

 and do come back to see more of our 

wonderful state.  

 

I wish you a  

 great congress 

 and many new impressions.  


