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Opening Remarks of the Bavarian State Secretary of Edu-
cation, Science and the Arts, Bernd Sibler, at the confer-
ence INTERACT 2015 on 16 September 2015 in Bamberg

 

Ladies and gentlemen! 

 

On behalf of Science Minister Dr. Ludwig 

Spaenle I would like to welcome you to this 

beautiful medieval town in the heart of Europe. 

 

Professor Gross! 

In bringing INTERACT 2015 – a conference of 

international acclaim – to Bamberg, you have 

scored a great success. Congratulations! 

 

This shows: The Bamberg Faculty of Infor-

mation Systems and Applied Computer Sci-

ences  

 is going strong 

 and has earned major international 

recognition. 

And this is mainly due to you and your col-

leagues, Professor Gross! 
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Ladies and gentlemen! 

 

Bamberg is now mentioned in the same breath 

as earlier conference venues like  

 Cape Town,  

 Lisbon,  

 Rio de Janeiro  

 and Rome. 

And with good reason! 

 

In this UNESCO world heritage site, centu-

ries of culture and modern science meet.  

 Historic past 

 and scientific future 

are both present  at the same time.  

 

And it is exactly this combination of tradition 

and innovation that encourages scientific un-

derstanding. 

 

This makes the University of Bamberg literally 

a poster child for the motto of INTERACT 

2015 – “Connection, tradition, innovation”: 
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This unique environment is very beneficial for 

a field characterized by an interdisciplinary 

layout like Human-Computer Interaction.  

 

A university like Bamberg, with its strong focus 

on humanities, human sciences and social sci-

ences, is the perfect location for a research 

field aimed at making technology useful and 

usable.  

Here, scientists have understood  

 that it is not people who should have to 

adapt to machines,  

 but machines which should be designed 

according to peoples’ needs.  

I am very curious what Professor Gaver will 

tell us in his opening keynote. 

 

INTERACT 2015 taking place in Bamberg is 

also a success of the Free State of Bavaria. 

 

Digitalization is a very important issue for the 

Bavarian Government. It is a big political chal-

lenge to make sure that citizens meet as few 

obstacles as possible in the digital world. 
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Because this topic is so complex, there is not 

one single institution in charge. 

 

Instead, all levels of the state administration 

are responsible. 

This strategy has turned out to be very effec-

tive. 

 

On the ministerial level, three departments 

with a special focus on digitalization work 

closely together: 

 My house, the State Ministry of Educa-

tion, Science and the Arts, focuses on 

digitalization in education, research and 

culture. 

 The State Ministry of Economic Affairs 

and Media, Energy and Technology deals 

with the effects of digitalization on the 

economy. 

 And the State Ministry of Finance is 

concerned with the digital future, for ex-

ample broadband network expansion. 
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This goes to show: 

 Not only scientists,  

 but also politicians and the administration 

have understood: 

A digital future is only possible through net-

working and interdisciplinary cooperation. 

 

So far, Bavaria has demonstrated this quite 

successfully: 

As high-tech location, it enjoys an excellent 

reputation –  

 both in Germany  

 and internationally. 

 

In order to maintain its top position, the Ba-

varian Government has developed the strategy 

BAYERN DIGITAL to promote future-oriented 

technologies like big data, cloud-computing 

and the internet of things. 

 

We are planning  

 to bring several thousand new IT com-

panies to Bavaria, 
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 to improve the living conditions in rural 

areas as well as in cities with the help of 

digital technologies 

 and to create a modern legal framework 

for digital networks and services (for ex-

ample data protection and copyright). 

 

Another important step into a digital future is 

the establishment of the Zentrum Digital-

isierung Bayern (ZD.B) on the initiative of  

 science minister Ludwig Spaenle  

 and economy minister Ilse Aigner.  

To promote digitalization, this new center is 

meant to be a platform for research, coopera-

tion and start-ups in Bavaria. 

 

Also, 20 new professorships with a focus on 

different aspects of digitalization will be estab-

lished. 

The field of Human-Computer interaction will 

play a very important role in this respect. 

 

You see, INTERACT 2015 is in the right place 

in Bavaria! 



- 7 - 

I wish all participants  

 a very successful conference,  

 many new impressions  

 and above all, much enjoyment!  

 

And don’t forget to explore the cultural treas-

ures Bamberg has to offer:  

 the beautiful cathedral, 

 the charming alleys  

 and – of course – the traditional Bavarian 

and Franconian dishes in the cellars and 

breweries! 

 

 


