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Es gilt das gesprochene Wort. 

 
Opening remarks of the Bavarian State Secretary of Educa-
tion, Science and the Arts, Bernd Sibler, at the symposium 
“The Translational Science of Rare Diseases“ on 8 October 
in Herrenchiemsee 

 

 

Professor Klein, ladies and gentlemen!  

 

I am honored to be here on the island of Her-

renchiemsee at this symposium as a repre-

sentative of the Bavarian State Government. 

On behalf of the Bavarian Prime Minister 

Horst Seehofer and Science Minister Dr. 

Ludwig Spaenle I would like to welcome you 

to Bavaria. 

 

The inspiring surroundings make Herrenchi-

emsee an ideal place for experts from Germa-

ny and all over the world to share  

 experiences  

 and research results. 
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Cooperation and exchange is especially im-

portant for researchers dealing with rare dis-

eases: 

 

For a number of reasons, physicians face dif-

ficulties diagnosing and treating patients with 

a rare disease: 

 The number of patients suffering from 

specific symptoms is quite small. 

 Consequently, it often takes longer to di-

agnose the correct disease. 

 Sometimes several organ systems are 

affected, so that cooperation between dif-

ferent fields becomes necessary.  

 And finally, for many rare diseases, the 

causes are not clear and as a result, 

treatment is very complex. 

 

For many years now, expertise from all over 

the world has been brought together  

 in order to shed light upon the cause of 

rare diseases 

 and to successfully develop new thera-

pies. 
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Progress in the research and therapy of rare 

diseases is only possible through internation-

al cooperation and exchange.  

 

From a research perspective, there are very 

few fields 

 with as much unknown territory left to be 

discovered 

 and as many secrets to be solved. 

 

Many great achievements are the result of 

purposeful and systematic research.  

 

Numerous patients all over the world 

 hope for research breakthroughs, 

 depend on the experts working in labora-

tories and hospitals 

 and have high expectations of meetings 

such as this symposium. 

 

As the rarity of a disease increases, so too 

does the importance of access to a great pool 
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of experts. Experts, who can be consulted for 

advice and help. 

 

I am very glad that with Professor Klein, we 

have an expert for pediatrics at the Bavarian 

university hospital LMU.  

 

He is  

 an internationally renowned expert in the 

research of rare diseases 

 and a passionate advocate of affected 

children in his “Care-for-Rare-

Foundation”. 

 

Professor Klein!  

On behalf of the Bavarian State Government it 

is my great pleasure to thank you and your 

team  

 for all your hard work  

 and your invaluable contributions to this 

important field. 
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I would like to extend my thanks to you all for 

your personal commitment to the field of rare 

diseases.  

I wish you an interesting and successful sym-

posium 

 with a free and open exchange of ideas 

 and a renewed passion for your future 

research. 


