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Es gilt das gesprochene Wort. 

 

Opening Speech of the Bavarian State Minister of Art, Science and Edu-
cation, Dr. Ludwig Spaenle, at the opening of the FAPESP Week Munich 
on 15 October 2014 in Munich 

 

Your Excellency Ambassador Ribeiro 
Viotti!  
 
A warm welcome to you first of all. Thank 
you for supporting the FAPESP Week 
Munich 2014! 
 
President Professor Lafer, 

 
Director General Professor Heckl, 
 
Representatives of FAPESP and BayLAT, 
 
Representatives of German and Bavarian 
research institutions, 
 
Representatives of universities from Sao 
Paulo and Germany, 
 
Friends and Supporters of the Coopera-
tion of Sao Paulo and Bavaria,  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
Thank you all for coming to the opening 
of the FAPESP Week 2014 in Munich!  
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During the next two days we will have the 
pleasure of listening to presentations of 
top-level scientists. 

 

We will learn more 

► about different fields of research  

► and the latest developments of re-
searchers from both countries.  

 

A number of important topics will be on 
the agenda - topics such as  

► Bio-technology,  

► Nano-technology and Photonics,  

► Energy,  

► and Human and Environmental Rela-
tions.  

 

President Professor Lafer! 
 
It is an honour and a pleasure that 
FAPESP has chosen Bavaria as the loca-
tion for this year’s FAPESP Week.  
 
We are impressed  

► by the programs of FAPESP  

► and the results of your work.  
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I am convinced: The “FAPESP Week Mu-
nich 2014” will help to promote scientific 
co-operation  

► between Bavaria and Germany  

► and the State of Sao Paulo. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
Successful internationalization is  
one of the main objectives of the Bavarian 
Universities for the next years.  

 
► The Bavarian State Ministry of Educa-

tion, Science and the Arts  

► and the Bavarian Universities  

have developed an internationalization 
program.  

 

It lays a great emphasis on international 
exchange  

► in academic research  

► and teaching.  

 
To promote this exchange with Latin 
America we have founded the Bavarian 
University Center for Latin America.  
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This center  

► operates as a support and contact 
point,  

► creates new links and networks  

► and provides expertise to partners from 
Sao Paulo and Bavaria who would like 
to foster cooperation.  

 

If you are interested in new scientific 
contacts to Bavaria or Sao Paulo  

► please get in touch with the BayLAT 
team  

► and they will be happy to assist you.  

 

We will learn more about BayLAT later on 
in the presentation of President Professor 
Grüske.  

 

Professor Grüske! 

 

Thank your for representing BayLAT to-
night! 

 

The Bavarian universities are dedicated 
to internationalization.  
They  

► are looking for strong partners  

► and are certain that there are many to 
be found in Sao Paulo.  
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Bavaria and Sao Paulo have been stra-
tegic partners for several years.  

 

Their scientific and academic co-
operations are becoming more and more 
developed. 

 

I am delighted that the number of Brazili-
an students enrolled at Bavarian universi-
ties has nearly tripled  

► from 200 in 2004  

► to approximately 600 in 2014. 

 

One important milestone of our coopera-
tion was the signing of a cooperation 
agreement with FAPESP in 2012.  

 

It allows us to jointly give seed money to 
new research projects.  

And it was also the basis for  

► the close cooperation of FAPESP and 
BayLAT  

► and the joint organisation of the 
FAPESP Week Munich 2014.  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
I am sure, the coming days will bring us  
► exciting presentations  
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► and fruitful discussions.  

 

My special thanks to Professor Domdey, 
Professor Forchel, Professor Hamacher 
and Professor Mauch 

► for managing the different panels  

► by bringing important scientists in their 
respective fields of research to this 
event.  

 

My thanks also to FAPESP for inviting  
important scientists from Sao Paulo to 
Munich.  

 

A warm welcome to Munich to all of you. 

 
During the FAPESP week you will have 
the possibility  

► to exchange ideas about recent trends 
and developments in the field of science 
and technology in both countries,  

► and to enter into active partnership 
planning.  

 

We encourage you  

► to get to know each other during the 
coming days  

► and to think about new co-operative 
projects.  
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I also appreciate that students are invited  

► to join the FAPESP week  

► and be part of the network.  

We should encourage more  

► Brazilian students to study in Bavaria  

► and Bavarian students to study at one 
of the excellent universities of Sao Pau-
lo.  

 
If you look around at the exhibition halls of 
the Deutsches Museum, you will agree: It 
is probably one of the best possible loca-
tions for an event like the FAPESP week.  

 

Please enjoy the unique display of the 
science  

► of the past,  

► of the present  

► and of the future.  

 

Director General Professor Heckl!   

 

Thank you  

► for being our host for the next three 
days  

► and for all the inspiration that your mu-
seum provides. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 
Brazil does not only boast of  

► excellent scientists,  

► but also of the most beautiful natural 
environment.  

 

We are happy that the FAPESP has  

► not only brought their scientists with 
them,  

► but also a special exhibition on Brazil-
ian nature.  

 

This exhibition will be displayed together 
with many exhibits in the collection of the 
Deutsches Museum.  

 

Later, we will have the pleasure of open-
ing this wonderful exhibition.  

 
The Bavarian writer Ludwig Thoma once 
said: “You can study law and science from 
books, but Munich art and Munich lifestyle 
you have to experience!”  
 
I would encourage you to follow Ludwig 
Thoma’s advice: 

► Listen to enlightening presentations, 

► engage in scientific discussions, 
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► but don’t forget to also experience the 
Bavarian way of life while you are here! 

 
Once again thanks to all of you for com-
ing!    
 
► Thank you very much,  

► Obrigado,  

► Dankeschön! 


