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Ladies and gentlemen, 

distinguished nobel laureates, 

distinguished young researchers! 

 

“For this one week in July, I felt a part of 
the global scientific community in a way 
that I never had before.” 

 

This is what  

► a former participant,  

► an aspiring young researcher and sci-
entist like yourself, 

recently said about this meeting. 

 

And it really sums up, what this meeting 
is about:  

► science 

► experiencing yourself as part of the sci-
entific community 

► networking with young people and fa-
mous scientists from around the globe. 
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I’d like to extend a warm welcome to all of 
you at our Bavarian Evening within the 
64th Lindau Nobel Laureate Meeting! 

 

I am delighted that the Free State of Ba-
varia  

► is able to provide a beautiful location 
like Lindau 

► to match the spirit of this wonderful 
event.  

 

This small Bavarian town and island is a 
main-sightseeing spot in the very South 
of Germany.  

Guests from all over the world visit Lindau  

► to see the beautiful Bavarian land-
scape 

► and to experience Bavarian culture 
and traditions. 

 

In the beginning of this event  

► you saw the Bavarian dancers and 
musicians  

► in their traditional costumes. 

This evening is about giving you an im-
pression of what the Bavarian way of life is 
like: It’s a Bavarian evening!  

Living tradition is a wonderful thing.  
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Bavaria is rooted in its strong traditions. 
Our costumes and dialects show: We are 
down-to-earth people. 

 

But showing and living our traditions  

► does not imply standing still  

► or living in the past.  

Quite the contrary is true:  

In Bavaria, tradition and innovation  

► work hand in hand  

► mutually interacting and building on 
each other. 

 

Here in Lindau, the world’s most brilliant 
researchers  

► meet the greatest names in their field 

► as well as the most promising young 
talents.  

 

This meeting of the best minds of today 
and tomorrow provides a forum for the 
transfer of knowledge and passion.  

Nobel laureates and the most talented 
people from all over the world inspire and 
motivate each other. This is also part of 
our program tonight.  

 

Nobel Laureate Bert Sakmann will host 
the presentations of two excellent young 

 

 



- 4 - 

 
 

scientists from the Elite Network of Bavar-
ia. 

Bert Sakmann is a cell physiologist.  

He won the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine in 1991 for discoveries concern-
ing the single ion channels in cell mem-
branes.  

 

The list of awards and honors Bert Sak-
mann has received for his work is long. 

 

Professor Sakmann!  

Thank you very much for actively contrib-
uting to this event!  

 

I am especially pleased that Mr Sakmann 
is here tonight because his biography has 
many links to Bavaria:  

 

His scientific career started actually not far 
from here, in Lindau, where he enrolled at 
the local primary school as a six-year-old 
boy. 

Later on,  

► he studied medicine in Tübingen and 
Munich, 

► and was a medical assistant at Munich 
University, while also working as a sci-
entific assistant at Munich's Max-
Planck-Institute.  
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► In 2008 he established an emeritus re-
search group at the Max Planck Insti-
tute of Neurobiology in Munich. 

 

Afterwards, Professor Sakmann will talk 
about his experiences in the Bavarian 
Science Landscape.  

 

Over the last decades, Bavaria has devel-
oped into a first-rate international location 
for science and research.  

 

It has a sophisticated network of re-
search facilities at its disposal 

► including nine state universities,  

► seventeen state universities of ap-
plied sciences,  

► twelve Max-Planck Institutes,  

► six institutes of the Fraunhofer Society   

► and other renowned research facili-
ties. 

 

The five university medical centres lo-
cated in the Free State of Bavaria conduct 
world-class research. 

The faculties of medicine contribute to 
numerous research projects and act as 
stakeholders in scientific facilities. 
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Today, the Free State of Bavaria is among 
the leading research locations in Europe 
in numerous future-oriented fields, for ex-
ample  

► information technology,  

► biotechnology and genetic engineering, 

► energy and environmental technology. 

 

With its excellent scientific environment, 
Bavaria also competes for the greatest 
talents  

► in science  

► and in the field of research at a very 
early stage. 

Our Elite Network of Bavaria invites 
young outstanding talents from around the 
world to study and work in Bavaria. 

 

With its different programs, the Network 
offers  

► top-class academic education  

► and the best possible support.  

It  

► provides ideal conditions and incen-
tives for academic talents –  

► and is therefore a very attractive alter-
native to offers from abroad.  
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The Network’s concept is outstanding 
throughout the Federal Republic of Ger-
many. It fosters  

► students  

► as well as post-grads and PhD-
students. 

Currently, the Elite Network promotes 
more than 3,000 young talents.  

 

You will get to know two of the Elite Net-
work’s Alumni tonight:  

 

► Ms Bieńkowska is pursuing her PhD at 
the Neuroimaging Center of Klinikum 
Rechts der Isar - the University Hospital 
of the Technical University of Munich.  

► Mr Hintzsche is a research group 
leader in the Institute for Pharmacology 
and Toxicology at the University of 
Würzburg.  

I’m looking forward to hearing about their 
research activities. 

 

Getting into contact is the very essence of 
the Lindau meetings.  

I am sure: You have made good use of 
this opportunity  

► to get to know each other  

► and to connect with the scientific elite 
of today.  
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I hope  

► that you will make new contacts 

► and strengthen old ones tonight as 
well.  

Maybe you even forge a connection with 
Bavaria.  

I’d be very happy if you came back one 
day  

► either as a top scientist in one of our 
state-of-the-art institutes  

► or for a tour through Bavaria with your 
family. 

 

To put it in a nutshell, I think, Bavaria is 
the ideal place for living, studying and 
working.  

 

Thank you for being here with us tonight! 

I wish all of you a nice Bavarian evening! 


